FEDERATED HUMANITY

first attempts mostly are. For the term that
was omitted in that greater synthesis was self-
determination. Centralisation is certainly the
secret of a large organic unity, but not over-
centralisation ; for this means the submission
and sacrifice of all other parts of an organism
to the undue demands and interests of only
one organ which is considered as the centre,
the metropolis. Such a system dries up in the
end the vitality of the organism: the centre,
sucking in all nourishment irom the outlying
members suffers from oedema and the whole
eventually decays and disintegrates. That is
the lesson the Roman Empire teaches us.

The autocratic empire is dead and gone:
we need not fear its shadow or ghostly regenera-
tion. But the ideal which inspired it in secret
and justified its advent and reign is a truth
that has still its day. The drive of Nature, of
the inner consciousness of humanity was
always to find a greater and larger unit for
the collective life of mankind. That unit today
has to be a federation of free peoples and
nations. In the place of nations, several such
commonwealths must now form the broad
systems of the body politic of human collectivity.
That must give the pattern of its texture, the
outline   of its connguration~the  shape of
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